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LETTER FROM OUR PUBLISHER

In 2024, rns celebrates its 90th anniversary with a 
distinguished journalism legacy. During the 20th century, 
that legacy included coverage of World War II and its 

repercussions, the Cold War, Vietnam War, anti-apartheid 
movement, and civil rights, women’s rights, and gay rights 
movements. In more recent decades, RNS covered 9/11 and its 

aftermath, America’s growing 
religious diversity, political struggles 
arising out of religious nationalism, 
the racial reckoning, pandemic, 
increasing secularism, and war in 
the Middle East.   

What many people don’t realize 
is that RNS traces its heritage to a 
tumultuous time jarringly similar 
to today. The 1920s and ’30s saw 
increasing American ethnic and 
religious diversity that caused 
fear and backlash; the arrival of 
new forms of media, including 
radio and film; income inequality 
giving rise to labor unions; and the 
emergence of far-right ideology as 
an answer to upheaval.  

Journalist Louis Minsky observed 
the role religious leaders played in 
fanning hatred – but also in bringing 
people together. So he founded 
what was then called “Religious 
News Service” to provide impartial 
coverage of religion at a time when 
no other news organization was 
paying attention.

RNS began as a six-page digest 
sent to church periodicals, eventually 
growing to become the only news 
organization of its kind, covering 
religion nationally and globally. At 

its height, RNS produced 75 stories 
daily and served 100 newspapers 
and magazines, 200 radio stations, 
a dozen TV stations, and 350 church 
periodicals. Its clients included The 
New York Times, Time, Newsweek, 
and Life. 

In a 1960 speech at the University 
of Missouri School of Journalism, 
then-managing editor Lillian Block 
noted that RNS provided a specific 
and invaluable service.

“RNS has been responsible 
for letting great masses of people 
… know what religious groups 
are doing and thinking,” Block 
said. “Recording what men of 
religion are saying on the spiritual 
i m p l i c at i o n s  o f  f a s t - m o v i n g 
developments in the fields of 
politics, science, economics, and 
education ...  helping to break down 
the traditional hands-off policy 
toward religion among secular 
newspapers.”

As we celebrate this legacy, our 
nation and world again confront 
deep uncertainty. But the RNS North 
Star remains nuanced, balanced, 
and authoritative journalism. 
Thank you for your support. We are 
honored to do this work. 

MIGRATION
displaced people 

from WW2 (pictured), 
Partition of India, 
start of Second 

Great Migration in 
the U.S.

BEGINNINGS
Louis Minsky 
and the NCCJ 
found RNS. 

LEADERS EMERGE
Queen Elizabeth II  

(pictured), Dalai Lama, 
Desmond Tutu, Mother 
Teresa, and in the U.S., 

Martin Luther King 
Jr., Billy Graham, Pat 
Robertson, and Rabbi 

Abraham Heschel.

RELIGIOUS  
RIGHT RISES

SBC conservative 
takeover, influential 

Moral Majority, 
Satanic panic.

WOMEN’S RIGHTS
Philadelphia 11 ordained,  
Equal Rights Amendment,  

Roe v. Wade.

MAJOR SEPARATIONS
Ukraine splits from Russian Orthodoxy 
(pictured), Pope Benedict XVI resigns, 
Francis becomes pope, MeToo and 

ChurchToo abuse movements.

COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Remote worship, church 

attendance drops, continued 
rise of the “nones,” First 

Amendment fights.

CULTURAL SHIFTS
Civil Rights 

Movement, Vietnam 
War and protests, 

countercultural 
movements, and 

Black power.

TESTING TIMES
Islamophobia rises after  

9/11 attacks, Catholic clergy sex 
abuse scandal, “Left Behind” series, 
faith-based government programs.

ATTEMPTED ACCORDS
Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin 
(left), American president Bill Clinton 

(middle), and Palestinian political 
leader Yasser Arafat (right) at the 

White House in 1993.

1940s1930s
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2020s
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Nine Decades 
of Religion  
in the News

RNS at 90: A Legacy of 
Trustworthy Journalism

IN LATE 1920S AND EARLY 1930S 
AMERICA, antisemitism was ascendant, 
and the presidential campaign of Al Smith, 
the first Catholic to run for the office on a  
major-party ticket, heightened anti-immigrant 
and anti-Catholic sentiment. Meanwhile, 
the modern Ku Klux Klan reemerged. 

In response, the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews (NCCJ) -- whose 
advisers included activists and politicians 
Jane Addams, Henry Morgenthau, and 
Theodore Roosevelt -- formed in New York 
with the goal of uniting a diversifying and 
fracturing country. 

The group realized the best way to reach 
the public was through newly emerging 
mass media. So when journalist Louis 
Minsky approached the NCCJ in 1934 
with the idea for a news service, the NCCJ 
backed the idea. They believed if Americans 
could read about people of differing faiths 
and ethnicities, they would understand each 
other and be more inclined to get along. 

So began RNS: the only news service of 
its kind. Here is a timeline of our history.

Deborah Caldwell
CEO & Publisher, Religion News Foundation/Religion News Service
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LETTER FROM OUR EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

the founding 
of Religion News 
Service 90 years 
ago reflected in 
part an expanding 
American view 
of the country’s 

religious landscape, not least to 
recognize the important contribution 
American Jews were making a 
half-century after the great tide of 
immigration from Europe had begun. 
Today, nearly 60 years after the 
Immigration Act of 1965 allowed entry 
into the U.S. of more people from Asia 
and the Middle East, among other 
places, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, 
and others are taking their own place 
in American society, carving their 
path out of first-generation immigrant 
communities to make a difference 

in philanthropy, politics, business, 
culture, and other fields.

In all these efforts, these 
Americans have brought the values 
of their faiths to bear on our national 
life. From Muslim relief workers 
answering the call when disasters 
strike to Hindus fighting poverty 
through community organizing 
to Buddhist doctors opening free 
clinics for asylum-seekers, people 
of faith are speaking up not just for 
themselves but for everyone in their 
communities.

Just as we did 90 years ago, 
RNS is chronicling this essentially 
American, essentially spiritual story of 
people lifting themselves up through 
faith, inspired public action, and 
personal pilgrimage. RNS covers 
these movements with a staff that 

is increasingly as diverse as those 
who appear in our articles, and with 
columnists and commentators who 
are living the story themselves. We 
report on the ways longer-established 
faith communities are working with 
these groups to close the circle of need.

Detailing the changes to America’s 
religious landscape is not only our 
brief as journalists, it’s part of the 
mission RNS was born to pursue for 
the good of all Americans no matter 
their faith. It’s a job we’re proud to do 
every day.

Paul O’Donnell
Editor-in-Chief  
Religion News Service

Chronicling a Changing America

Saved by the City
Co-hosted by Roxanne Stone  
& Katelyn Beaty 

In its third year, this award-
winning podcast continues 
its diverse array of guests 
and topics, punctuated with 
candor, humor, and insight 
as the co-hosts explore faith, 
friendship, and romance. 

Martini Judaism
Hosted by Jeffrey Salkin 

Join one of American 
Judaism’s most prolific 
thought leaders and his 
special guests as they talk 
about the current state of  
Judaism, American culture, 
politics, religion, and 
spirituality.

The State of Belief
Hosted by Paul Brandeis 
Raushenbush 

Explore the intersection 
of religion with politics, 
culture, media, and 
activism with the goal of 
promoting diverse religious 
voices in a religiously 
pluralistic world.

Complexified 
(coming 2024)
Hosted by Amanda Henderson, 
Iliff School of Theology 

A podcast that dives into 
the places where religion 
and politics collide with  
real life, so we can get 
unstuck and make real 
change.

OUR REPORTING

Votes on war force Washington Democrats  
to reckon with faith, conscience, and politics
by Jack Jenkins  DECEMBER 6, 2023

The Israel-Hamas war widened existing fissures in the Democratic Party and challenged religious loyalties, 
with members feeling caught between their conscience and political calculation as they voted on what many 
saw as the fate of Israel and the future of Palestinians.

Breakaway Texas UMC megachurch reveals  
plans for new Methodist denomination
by BeLynn Hollers and Emily McFarlan Miller  MAY 9, 2023

Since 2019, thousands of churches have broken from the United Methodist Church over ordaining or 
marrying LGBTQ members, many joining the conservative Global Methodist Church. But White’s Chapel, 
near Dallas, showed that a larger church may chart its own course with local networks of Methodists.

Amid threats, California lawmaker calls bill  
barring caste discrimination ‘right thing to do’
by Alejandra Molina  APRIL 25, 2023

People of South Asian descent, particularly Dalits at the caste system’s lowest strata, called the bill crucial
to protect them from discrimination in housing, education, and tech sectors. But other Hindu organizations
objected, saying the bill unfairly singles out Hindus and Indian Americans. (The bill later was vetoed.)

When making exceptions for Ramadan  
is no longer the exception
by Dilshad Ali  MARCH 23, 2023

From high school sports practices to retailers’ holiday calendars, Ramadan is at last becoming baked into 
American life. The shift comes after decades of efforts by American Muslim organizations and parents 
working at the grassroots to educate our communities. 

Why students at a Kentucky Christian school  
are praying and singing round the clock
by Bob Smietana  FEBRUARY 14, 2023

For more than two weeks, students at Asbury University packed their chapel and overflow spaces, holding
round-the-clock prayer and worship that defied statistics on declining religiosity among Gen Z. “Authentic 
revivals return the church to what it is supposed to be,” said one seminary professor.

Five Stories that Defined a Turbulent Year 

Our Most Successful Podcast Year Yet 
We hit record downloads, added two new shows and made plans for three more in 2024

1

2

3

4

5
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Christian Nationalism  
after Jan. 6
RNS probed the ideological and 
theological implications of the 
idea that America was founded by 
and still belongs to Christians, and 
how it colored American politics 
and Christianity itself. We traced 
the phenomenon from the 15th 

century Doctrine of Discovery, 
which justified European Christian 
explorers’ domination of “newly 
discovered” lands and peoples, to the 
1930s version that used the fear of 
communism to embrace prejudice to 
our contemporary attempts to weaken 
American democracy.

Catholic Church Reforms
Pope Francis’ agenda includes 
welcoming LGBTQ believers, 
expanding women’s roles, and 
reaching out to the farthest reaches 
of the globe, even as he tackles 
corruption with a historic prosecution 
of financial mismanagement and 
fraud. It’s a tall order, especially in the 
face of criticism from traditionalists 
and the draining fight against sexual 
abuse. RNS has covered the Catholic 
story in all its complexity from Rome 
and Washington.

Ukraine Under Attack
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine had 
profound implications for the Russian 
Orthodox Church and its fight to 
suppress the breakaway Orthodox 
Church of Ukraine. But faith was 
felt everywhere in the conflict, with 
religious groups delivering aid and 
resettling refugees in Poland, the U.S., 

Covering Faith Amid Crisis & Change
RNS journalists cover the top issues of the day with comprehensive storytelling about 
important national and global issues that shape our nation and world, including: 

and elsewhere, and American Jews 
who trace their lineage to Ukraine, 
conscious of the failure to save 
European Jews during World War II, 
mobilizing on behalf of the Jewish 
community under attack today.

War in the Holy Land
RNS has published more than 150 
stories since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack 
and Israel’s ensuing incursion into 
Gaza, including on-the-ground 
stories from Jerusalem, coverage 
of religious reactions globally, and 
reports on the rise of antisemitism 
and Islamophobia in the U.S. RNS 
also reported on the growing fissure 
between Israeli and American Jews 
that has prompted questions about 
the nature of Jewish identity.

Southern Baptist Divisions 
and Debates
RNS honed in on the turmoil in the 
Southern Baptist Convention over 
its own attempts to get a handle on 
sexual abuse reporting, even as it 
enforced its rules against women 
in leadership, disfellowshipping 
two churches with female pastors, 
including one founded by one of the 
country’s most beloved and best-
known preachers, Rick Warren.  

Hindu Americans Make their 
Mark on American Politics 
A debate in California’s Legislature 
over a bill barring caste 
discrimination exposed polarization 
among American Hindus. But the 
campaigns supporting and opposing 
the bill showcased Hindu American 
voices and their newfound influence 
in the public square. Combined with 
the candidacy of GOP presidential 
hopeful Vivek Ramaswamy, 2023 may 

RNS

2023

A YEAR IN REVIEW

Pope Francis at the Vatican, March 15, 2023. 
(AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino) 

White #MAGA QAnon Jesus carried during the Jan. 6 insurrection at the Capitol. (Tyler Merbler/CC BY 2.0)

The thousand-year-old Monastery of Caves, the holiest site of Eastern Orthodox Christians, 
in Kyiv, Ukraine. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)

Earthen lamps lit for Diwali. (Udayaditya 
Barua/Unsplash)

A Banned Books Week display in San Jose, California. (San Jose Public Library/ CC BY-SA 2.0)

be remembered as the year Hindu 
Americans came of age politically.

The Culture War Goes Local
Since the Dobbs decision overturned 
Roe v. Wade, sending the abortion 
issue to the states, so too have a raft of 
other questions that divide Americans, 
from transgender rights to library 
books, become the concern of state 
lawmakers, mayors, and even school 
boards. RNS has covered how the 
national culture war has turned into a 
series of skirmishes, with local clergy 
and religious groups on the front lines.

Experimental Religion 
RNS has kept a watchful eye on 
important trends and their religious 
impacts, including the increase 
in the numbers of the religiously 
unaffiliated, or so-called “nones,” who 
include atheists, agnostics, “nothing 
in particular,” and those who hold 
strong spiritual beliefs; people whose 
lives have been transformed by, not 
faith, but psychedelic drugs through 
which they have healed and connected 
to the mystical and divine; and 
the impact of artificial intelligence 
as it begins to play a role in faith 
communities and expression.
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Recognized as the Best  
in Religion Reporting

Phyllis Zagano
Just Catholic

Jonathan 
Woodward
Podcast Producer

Bob Smietana
National Reporter

PAGE VIEWS

26,384,357

ARTICLES

1,485

READERS

14,403,011

SAVED BY THE 
CITY PODCAST 
DOWNLOADS

240,000

NEWSLETTER 
SUBSCRIBERS

65,411

and many more ...

RNS’ WORK WAS CITED, QUOTED, AND/OR REPUBLISHED IN A WIDE ARRAY OF PUBLICATIONS, INCLUDING: 

RNS 
BY THE 

NUMBERS

Associated Church Press Awards
RNS 
Best in Class News Service

Adelle M. Banks 
Excellence for In-Depth Coverage for profile 
of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s life

Honorable mention for coverage of AME 
Zion bishop charged with fraud

Honorable mention for coverage of how 
Sunday school is different since COVID-19

Alejandra Molina 
Award of Merit in News Articles: “On 
Abortion, Muslim Americans Say Islamic 
History Is ‘On the Side of Mercy’”

Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin 
Award of Merit in Opinion: “Martini Judaism”

The Rev. Thomas Reese 
Award of Merit in Opinion: “Signs of the 
Times”

Religion News Association
Katelyn Beaty, Roxanne Stone, J. 
Woodward 
Second Place in Enterprise Reporting for 
“Saved by the City” podcast

Jack Jenkins 
Second Place in News Analysis

Father Tom Reese 
Third place in commentary: “Signs of the 
Times”

RNS REPORTERS

A Team that Covers Religion  
Like No One Else

Fiona André
National Reporter

Candice Marie 
Benbow
Faithfully Feminist 

RNS EDITORS

Paul O’Donnell
Editor-in-Chief

Richa Karmarkar
National Reporter &  
Editorial Assistant

Thomas Reese
Signs of the Times

Jeffrey Salkin
Martini Judaism

Adelle M. Banks
Projects Editor and 
National Reporter

Charles C. 
Camosy
Purple Catholicism

Khyati Joshi
Living Religion

Roxanne Stone
Managing Editor

Kathryn Post
National Reporter

Jana Riess
Flunking Sainthood

Mark Silk
Spiritual Politics

Claire Giangravè
Vatican Reporter

Andre Henry
Written in Protest

Jonathan Merritt
On Faith and Culture

Kit Doyle
Photo/Multimedia 
Editor

Yonat Shimron
National Reporter & 
Senior Editor

Simran Jeet Singh
Articles of Faith

Jack Jenkins
National Reporter

Karen Swallow 
Prior
One Eye Squinted

Mary Gladstone
Copy Editor

Omar Suleiman
Islam Beyond Phobia

RNS COLUMNISTS

AWARD-WINNING JOURNALISMBEHIND THE BYLINES

There is simply no other religion- 
oriented news service like Religion  
News Service. The list of distinguished  
writers and editors who have graced 
the print and cyber-pages of RNS 
over many years seems destined to 
grow even longer with the current 
staff. Congratulations! You do your 
peers in the religious press proud!” 
—JUDGE, ASSOCIATED CHURCH PRESS AWARDS

“

Compelling and comprehensive 
coverage of the dramatic national 
and global events as they unfolded 
last year. They delivered. This 
year’s best of the best.”  
—JUDGE, ASSOCIATED CHURCH PRESS AWARDS

“

Eppy Awards
Runner-up: Best entertainment/cultural 
news website (fewer than 1 million unique 
monthly visitors)

Wilbur Awards
Bob Smietana 
Award of Excellence in Books:  
Reorganized Religion

Jack Jenkins 
Award of Excellence in News Articles: “You 
Wear Out: How Chronic Illness Grounds 
and Inspires William Barber’s Activism”
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Thank You to Our Donors

Institutional  
Donors
E. Rhodes and Leona B. 

Carpenter Foundation

Guru Krupa Foundation

Institute for Nonprofit 
News

Interfaith America

Lilly Endowment Inc.

The Miami Foundation

Pulitzer Center

Radiant Foundation

Report for America

Solutions Journalism 
Network

Stiefel Freethought 
Foundation

The Foundation for 
Religious Literacy

Yield Giving

Major  
Donors 
($500 and Above)

The Boeing Company 
Matching Gift 
Program

The Rev. Godfrey W. 
Brock-Gadd

Deborah Caldwell and 
Raymond Rettino

Stanley Cohen

Owen Cunningham

Robert Ellwood

Amy Fritz

Judith Golub

Grant Grissom

Nicole Neroulias Gupte 
and Salil Gupte

Phil Haslanger

Elaine Justice

John Kellett

Peter Kountz

David Lamech

Tom Levinson

Robert Martin and 
Carol Thrane

Tiare Mathison

Carole and Ed Morrison

Richard Mouw

Daniel O’Neal

Lloyd Omdahl

Karen Paul

Julie Phillips

David and Susan 
Roberson

Mary and James 
Russell

Kathryn and Kenneth 
Sampson

Grace Seitzer

Sandra Stanley

Ashley Starr-Morris

Jeanette Stokes

John Terrill

John Turner

The Rev. Dr. Deborah 
White

Joyce Wilson-Sanford

Supporting 
Donors 
($250-$499)

Daniel Aleshire

James Alstott

Adlai Amor

Bob Anderson

Patricia Appelbaum

Cynthia Astle

Sharon Bell

William and Brenda 
Boatright

Dr. Whitney Bodman

Susan Boots

Doris Burdick

Muhammed Chaudhry

James Cockey

Christopher C. Dahl

Frederick Daley

William Dockery

Daniel Doornbos

Shelby Erickson

Shannon and Ted 
Farmer

John and Norma 
Farthing

The Rev. Brian Fesler

Victoria Garlock

Sid Gilman

Mary Gladstone

Laurie Goodstein

Steven Gorton

Anonymous

Patrick Hannon

Anonymous

Tamara Henry

Rick Herrick

Steven Heyman

Ronald Hinckley

Anonymous

Prof. Stewart Hoover

Vaughn James

The Rev. Cheryl Taylor 
Jensen

Kelly Johnson

Susan Keller

Deborah Lindsay

Patricia Ludwig

LesLee Masursky

Dr. Eric McDaniel

Duane Miller

Anonymous

Richard Ostling

Donald Parker-Burgard

Ebrahim Patel

Karl Polm-Faudre

Mary Kate Rejouis

Bruce Reyes-Chow

Philip Rhoads

Tom Riley

Marjorie Royle

Fleming Rutledge

Petero Sabune

Joseph Saraceno

Deborah Self

Betsy Shirley

John Simonelli

Jeffrey Slade

Francis Smith

Peter Smith

Janet Ann Squire

Margaret and Peter 
Steinfels

Ronald Stone

Mark Tauber

Scott Thumma

Robyn Tomlin

Edwin Voorhees

Steven Waldman

Norman Walker

David Waters

Elfriede Wedam

Carter West

Catherine Wolff

Sandy and Tin-Lup 
Wong

James Wood

Associate  
Donors  
($100-$249)

Abigail Abysalh-
Metzger

John Alsdorf

Stanley Aoki

Dawn Araujo-Hawkins

Acharya 
Arumuganathaswami

Michael Austin

John Backes

Inelle Bagwell

S. Scott Bartchy

Lance Beizer

Roy Benavides

Jeffrey Berman

Deepa Bharath

Thomas Bird

Michele Boon

Kenneth Boyack

Kellie Boyle

Jen Bradley

William Bray

Anonymous

Carroll and Larry Bross

Linda Brugger

Tim Bruster

Bryan Burke

William Callister

Graham Carpenter

Paul Carpenter

Sewell Chan

Mary Chapin

Nisan Chavkin

Vaqar Choudry

Louis Clark

Anonymous

Roderick Coates

L. Mason Cobb

James Coffin

Robert Collins

Kathlee Congrove

Renee and David 
Connelly

Norma Cook Everist

Terasa Cooley

Dr. Sidnie Crawford

Jessica Crist

Gregory Dames

Charles Davids

Robert Davis

Michael De Laney

Donald Deibert

Anonymous

Cheri Dennis

David Dipman

Bishop Irinej Dobrijevic

George Donigian

Marta Dragos

Judith Dushku

Joseph Easley

Florence Eddins

John Elder

Anonymous

Jeffrey Engh

Barbara Falconer-
Newhall

Dean Feldmeyer

Priscilla Felisky 
Whitehead

Sanford Felzenberg

Emily Fischer

Linda Fitts

Michael Flood

Edward Fordyce

John Fousek

Ali Francisco

Richard Gentile

Wayne Giese

Richard Gillum

Lucille Gleddie

David Goa

Ari Goldman

Barbara Gordon

Bobbie Gosnell

Christine Graham

Hilary Greer

Richard Griffin

Aparna and Anil Gupte

Tony Guthrie

Bernadette Hackett

Jacques Hadler, Jr.

Mimi Haebig

Richard Hahn

Sharon Harfman

David Harrell

Natalie Hart

Marie Hasney

Heidi Haverkamp

Myron Hawkins

Heidi Heard

Keith Hill

Kent Hoggatt

Kelly Hughes

Robert Hunt

Ishrat Husain

Roger Jenks

Julio Jimenez

Anonymous

Kent Johnson

James Johnson

David Johnston

Greg Jones

Barbara E. Jones

The Rev. Roger Jones

John Kane

Barbara Kapenga

Erwin Kerr

John Kidd

Alice Kitchen

Thomas Kleinert

Joseph Kmoch

James Knight

Anonymous

Stephen Kolderup

Anita and David 
Kovach

Rod Kuehn

Carmen LaBerge

Linda Lader

Gail Lambers

Robert Lashley

Anson Laytner

Fran Leap

Barbara Learmonth

Dr. Richard Lester

Jonathan Levine

Gertrud Jaron Lewis

Tamara Logan

Nancy Lovell

The Rev. Debra Low-
Skinner

Mark Lukens

Dr. John Lurvey

Paul Lynch

Susan Lyon

Mark Mahler

Vance Mann

Suzanne Mannshardt

Ronald and Rhoda 
Massanari

Dr. Ann Massie

Beverly McCormick

Ron McCreary

Anonymous

Gretchen and Michael 
McKee

Ralph Mero

Anonymous

David Miller

Kevin Modesto

Clinton Montgomery

Richard Morris

Arun Moses

Nancy Mott and Linda 
Minton

Peter Mueller

Michael Nash

Greg Nelson

Theresa Newell

Paul Nolan

Denis O’Hagan

Nick Oakley

Colleen Ogle

John and Diane Orr

Jacqueline Osborne

Anonymous

Suzanne Overbeck

Teresa Owens

Anonymous

Marcia Pally

Jim Panipinto

David Parson

Monique Parsons

Patrick Pasture

Charles Paul

Jane Payne

Ygnacio Pena

Troy Perry

Theodore Peters

Anonymous

Winford Phillips

Nancy Piggott

Oren Piper

Barbara Pitkin

Peter Powell

Jon Powers

The Rev. Peter-Michael 
Preble

Nelson Price

Frank Purvis

Anonymous

Tim Raths

William D. Razz Waff

David Reid

M. Todd Renner

John Richards

James R. Richburg

The Rev. Nancy 
Richmond

Esther Robbins

Mary Robbins

Ron Robinson

Nancy Rockwell

Michael Rodriguez

Eric Rogers

Mary Rupke

Daniel Sack

Mary Sapp

John and Connie 
Schmidt

Ron Schooler

Deona Schut

Keith Schwanz

Marcia Segal

Nancy and Kenneth 
Sehested

Georgia Senor

Carl Serbell

David and Marilyn 
Seymour

James and Mary 
Shepardson

Yonat Shimron

Julia Sibley-Jones

Christopher Sidle

Mark Silk

Robert Smietana

Jerry Smith

Richard Smith

Doug Stearns

Robert Steenberge

Susan and Jonathan 
Stein

Robert Stevens

John Stevens

Anonymous

David Stravers

Nancy Streufert

Marjorie Sullivan

Clayton Summers

Frank Sweetser

Calvin Sydnor III

Jackson Tay Bosley

Anonymous

Dave Travis

Anonymous

LaVonne Tucker

Mark Turman

Leo Van Arragon

Harlan Van Hees

Ken Vandergriff

Diane Vescovi

Burton Visotzky

Paul Voakes

Dirk Von der Horst

Wanda Walker

Lee Walthall

Joni Way

Eve Webster

Timothy West

Donald Wheeler

Curtis Wilhelmsen

Robert A. Wilkins

Dr. G Todd Wilson

Linda Wilson

Judith Wipfler

Paul Wojda

Norris Wootton

William Wylie-
Kellerman

Michael Young

Morris Young

RNS primarily is supported by our generous donors, who understand the importance 
of high-quality journalism. We extend our sincere gratitude to these contributors who 
have made significant gifts to support our work.

JULY 1, 2022 – DECEMBER 31, 2023
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EMAIL:  
leadership@ 

religionnews.com

ADDRESS:  
Religion News 
Foundation,  

PO Box 1808,  
Columbia, MO 65205

SITE:  
www.religionnews.com  

DONATE:  
religionnews.com/donate

CONTACT US 

Here’s how you can help:

 Champion the importance of quality journalism

 Subscribe to our newsletters

 Read our articles and listen to our podcasts

 Share our work with friends and colleagues

 Donate to support us financially

 Leave a gift to Religion News Foundation in your will or trust

 Name RNF (Federal Tax ID: 31-1650883) as a beneficiary of one of your 
financial or investment accounts

MAJOR FUNDERS AND PARTNERS

RELIGION NEWS 
FOUNDATION 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

CHAIR  

John Terrill

VICE CHAIR  

Ken Chitwood

SECRETARY 

Deborah Caldwell

TREASURER  

David Roberson

Shahed Amanullah

Dawn Araujo-Hawkins

Won Kim

Tom Levinson

Betsy Shirley

Robyn Tomlin

Steven Waldman

WITH YOUR SUPPORT, RNS is able to drive the conversation about how 
religion and beliefs shape us and our world. As an independent, nonprofit 
source of global news on religion, spirituality, culture, and ethics, RNS tells 
the stories of people and faith that otherwise might not be told. 

Thank you for investing in RNS’ objective reporting and insightful 
commentary. We could not do our work without you.  

Support the Future of 
Our Journalism


